
We are now well into the diving season and there’s a lot of it
going on.  It’s a good sign when lots of trips are being organised
by different people.  There’s a wide range of diving on offer, not
only a choice of sites but also a choice of Rhib or hardboats.
Thanks to everyone who is organising these trips.  Don’t forget
if you want to dive keep your eyes and ears open to find out
what’s going on.
We had an excellent day diving the Baygitano, despite what
you’ve heard about not being able to find it and despite the dire
weather forecast!!  This was followed by an even better BBQ on
the beach.  I think we managed to consume about 90 odd bread
rolls, 30-quarter pounders, hundreds of sausages, pork steak by
the ton and enough Chinese chicken wings to feed the
terracotta army.  A social get together that we must repeat on
an annual basis.
We asked you all to come up with ideas of what you think the
club could spend money on, we’ve had a few suggestions that
The Committee will discuss in the near future.  If you can think
of anything (sensible) let us know.
Enjoy the rest of the diving season.
Margaret

As the diving season is in full swing this is my busiest time! (So,
sorry if this column is rather short!) I just keep checking & filing
all the dive log sheets our members produce! Thankfully we
have all been very safe (with the exception of one unfortunate
DCI incident, which we discussed at the time – there didn’t seem
to be anything we could learn from it,  and thankfully BMAX is
ok now).
Between all the fun sea diving, Tony and I are also trying to 
get the trainees through their open water lessons. 
A tremendous amount has been achieved already, thanks to the
efforts of several instructors. Any more offers of help will be
gratefully received!
Some of the current trainees have been lucky enough to have a
trip or two out to sea as part of their experience, e.g. to dive
the Baygitano on the BBQ day (17th July). This was a very
successful occasion, much enjoyed by all who attended – well-
done Chris for organising such a big do – there were 36 dives
done by 30 divers plus partners and babies galore at the BBQ. (I
think so anyway…the dive logs weren’t exactly complete and
there were a lot of last-minute changes to the pairings!) Thank
you again to anyone who helped out, by sharing out the jobs
everyone was able to have a rest during the day (I think the
Cobb Arms had some good business from us that day!)
Phil is running 2 hardboat trips (in Aug and Sept) suitable for
beginners, so everyone will get the chance to dive in the sea
within their first few dives (I always prefer Ocean Divers to have
done a sea dive before qualification, as that’s what it’s all about,
after all!). However, safety must come first, and I’ll always insist
that people are suitably experienced and “dived-up” for a
challenging dive.

Very shortly I’ll be completing the pool risk assessment and
you’ll receive details along with the pool marshall rota and
emergency procedures – sorry this has taken longer than
anticipated.
For next year’s season I’ve offered to book a hardboat trip per
month from May to September. The committee will do all the
paperwork, all we’ll need is divers to go on them and someone
to volunteer as Dive Marshal. If you’ve any suggestions for
destinations, let me know ASAP, as I’ll be on to it very soon.
Let’s hope the season continues with plenty of good diving!
Lindsey.

The Ocean Diver’s Course started in January is nearly over. 7
months later and still 2 to get through their pool assessments.
Admittedly this is due to illness and not any lack of ability on
their behalf. None have yet (as of July 7th 2004) passed their
Open Water part although they are making headway in this
area. I wonder sometimes if this is just too slow. I would love to
hear what other people think but if it was me I would have left
the club, gone and got a PADI Open Water and came back to be
SALTED across to Sports Diver.  On the other hand, I know that
the club has produced good divers who will be safe, responsible
and reliable in the water, which is the most important thing. I
you have any publishable thoughts on this please tell me,
preferably in writing.
The Sports Diver Theory lessons are now set and I will soon be
looking for people to do the pool work with the trainees as they
learn to ‘blow and tow’. If you fancy some of that then please
let me know (Sports + IFC is the minimum qualification).
I get some stick, believe it or not, about not doing the Ocean
Diver course as and when necessary and I know that some
people have good grounds to gripe. I take full responsibility for
this decision and can honestly say that it’s Barry’s fault.  I believe
that we have to be mindful of the balance that we have within
the club. We are desperately short of NQIs and luckily the ones
we have do a lot of work for the club. Without them we’re
nowhere.  We need to move our Dive Leaders on to start
Instructor training and our Sports Divers on to Dive Leaders so
that we have a broad pool of able trainers to call on.  Starting
Novice type courses every couple of weeks just puts a strain on
already over worked trainers and NQIs. Don’t forget that no-one
gets paid for this. I really am sorry if that doesn’t meet
everyone’s approval.  Before my tenure is up I would like to see
at least 3 or 4 new NQIs in the club and at least 5 DL’s on their
way to Instructor training.  Jeannette! Are you listening?
Talking of training Instructor’s,  we had a PIE (Practical
Instructor’s Exam) practice run the other week and I have to say
a very big thanks again to Mark Murphy who has read and re-
read lesson plans, has been subjected to all sorts of incorrect
lessons repeatedly in the pool and then gave up a day to suffer
even more lessons in the cold at Wraysbury.  Mark you have
earned the right to wear your Y-fronts outside of your tights and
don a cape.  You ARE superman!

Sawasdee Krup
Tony o
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You couldn’t have picked a worst night for a BBQ if you tried.
England vs Portugal on the box and you’re expected to come
and clean the boat! Now, let me see…..footy……cleaning
boat……..footy……..what was the other one? Well actually 20
or so did turn up AND the boat got cleaned.

Whilst the hard work was going on on the boat, Graeme was in
charge of getting the other important matter sorted.

And whilst Graeme was getting the footy sorted Chris Stenner,
Pip and Angie were getting the other matter sorted.  

A fail-safe recipe for success; a clean boat, a ring-side seat for
the football and some good food and drink.  
Even the DO was getting in there with the Mr. Muscle and some
of it went on the boat! Unfortunately I can’t giver you any
gossip because I left early to go I the pool but I’m sure if you
ask around……………………………

Thanks to all who turned up. Thanks also to Chris D for
organising the cleaning, Angie and Pip for the food, Chris S for
the cooking, Graeme for the entertainment (?) and anyone else
who helped make the evening  a success….shame about the ref!

Tony Kelsey-Stead

The trip was scheduled for the weekend after the humongous
winds were experienced in London and surrounding areas.
These winds had caused havoc during the week and were not
dying down as much as we would have liked for the weekend.
What a weekend to begin the club’s first camping/diving
weekend – No B&B’s allowed!  

Being tough English divers, we threw caution to the wind and
headed down.  Most divers went down on Saturday, however
there were a few of us who went on the Friday night –
whichever night people arrived at the campsite, Rob Evans was
ever reliable, welcoming people with a cold beer and a chair to
sit.  It was very amusing to see such a range of campers.  The
most memorable being Emma and Chris Davy with their brand
new tent, complete with instructions; Barry Pluck with his
daughter’s tent (unfortunately it had shrunk due to being
washed and tumble dried! Oh yes, and it was missing the fly;
Phil Sturdy with a tent borrowed from Andy Lowde (Andy having
demonstrated how to put it up in Phil’s backyard during the
week). I must say, Rob was probably the most comfortable with
his huge camping-mobile (whatever you call them!).  It was a
huge 6 berth with a shower, sink, cooker, fridge and most
importantly, the awning for when it rained!

On the Saturday night, we decided, in the camping spirit, to skip
the pub, buy loads of beer, food and half a dozen disposable
bbq’s.  With the music belting out from Karl’s car we were on
our way!  

S wanage Trip — 10 / 11th July 
by Row ena Donne
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Oh, and the diving, well it was a bit rough!  There were 10 of us
meant to be diving the Kyarra on the Saturday, however due to
the roughness, I think only 5 managed to make it off the boat
and into the water.  For the second dive, we decided to change
from the Betsy Anne to the Fleur de Lys, which was a lot more
sheltered, hoping that we could get more people in the water.
On the Sunday, the Peverill Ledges were dived, as the weather
was no better.  So all in all, the weather ruined our plans for
some deeper dives, however the bbq and camping episode more
than made up for it.  

Take 6 people, 2 lecturers, 9 lectures and exam and mix them all
together. What do you get?  ABSOLUTE PANIC!!!
It’s not an easy day. Lots of new things to learn, difficult
calculations to make but it is interesting and it certainly extends
the knowledge that you already have even further.  In fact it
makes a lot of sense when you hear about it for the first time.
Fortunately all our 6 candidates passed the theory exam. Only
the gruelling practical to go now!  So well done to  Graeme
Smith, Cris Lopez-Pereira, Jenny Whelan, Andy Lowde , Chris
Davy and Dan Egleton for passing the exam.

A very big thanks to Steve Owens who expertly delivered 8 of
the 9 lectures and Barry who expertly delivered the other one. 

Hard at work….ish!

“Food for thought”

Tony Kelsey-Stead

SURPLUS KIT FOR SALE

Torch UK 800R Rechargeable £30
Torch Ikelite Battery similar to UK800 £15
Buddy Jacket Spare Hose £10
Weightbelt Hydrotech with 10kg Shot £25
Large Dive Knife Blamford Sub Aqua £10
Northern Divers Large Kit Bag with wheels £30
3 litre Pony canvas bag £5
Octopus Apex ? 2nd Stage only with hose £15
Contact
Dave and Margaret Fowler

A driver in the clear water of Swanage Pier

BBQ night.

FOR SALE



Use your knowledge of sweets and chocolate names, 
past & present to answer the clues.  The winner will be drawn
out of a hat.
1. Wobbly infants Jelly babies
2. Wise guys Smarties
3. Edible fasteners Buttons
4. Nine, ten, eleven…………. After Eights
5. Occult perhaps Black magic
6. Home of alcoholic dentures Wine Gums
7. Fallen fruit Pear Drops
8. Sport for a prince Polo
9. 100% metal All Gold
10. Tartan granite Edinburgh Rock
11. For being good children Treats
12. Royal herbs Mint Imperials
13. Mother’s local Mars Bar
14. Endurance test Marathon
15. Nearly between two Twix
16. Pirate’s loot Bounty
17. Bovine peepers Bulls Eyes
18. Belly Dancers perhaps Turkish delight
19. All sorts of girls Dolly Mixtures
20. The Grand Old Duke’s dog Yorkie
21. Superior Road Quality Street
22. Steel rams (anag) Maltesers
23. Would you share your last one? Rolo
24. Festivities Celebrations
25. A feline you make at home Kit Kat
26. Small supermen Minature heroes
27. U.F.O.’s Flying Saucers
28. They grow on you Roses
29. Sweet cascade Sherbert Fountain
30. Plural Rap singers M & Ms
31. Wedding fixers Matchmakers
32. Neel Robot (anag) Toblerone
33. A spin around Twirl
34. A quiet word Whispa
35. One for the teddy bears Picnic
36. Electrical safety device Fuse
37. A pause in proceedings Time Out
38. So Jo Rest (anag) Joosters
39. Like a piggy tail Curly Wurly
40. A sweet walking stick Candy cane
41. Alm Race (anag) Caramel
42. Our galaxy Milky Way
43. Less cruel hen product Crème Egg
44. Ar Macca (anag) Caramac
45. Toothless Teds Gummy Bears
46. Crazy about toffee Nuts about caramel
47. Like soap or snow Flake
48. Completely crazy Whole Nut
49. When the sun explodes Starburst
50. Scoring pins Skittles

Two entries only were received for this competition and I’m
pleased to announce that the winner is Mike Martindale. This
proves what we already knew that Mike doesn’t take
sandwiches to work just spends most of hit time on the
sweetshop!  As this was obviously far too difficult for you
(Howard) here’s a simpler one. Look at the photo below and tell
me who it is. Easy eh?  Answers please IN WRITING to either
me or Peter.

And as if that wasn’t easy enough here’s another chance to win
a bottle of stamped on grapes. Look at the picture below and
come up with an original caption.  The one that gets me rolling
round the floor wins the prize!!

C ryptic Confections


